Risk Perceptions for Trauma-Related Research: An Exploratory Study of Undergraduate Student Researchers in Psychology.
The purpose of this study was to examine student researchers' perceptions of risks associated with trauma-related research. The participants were 92 students enrolled in an introductory Research Methods course. Students evaluated (a) trauma-exposed participants' ability to provide informed consent and (b) the potential consequences of participating in trauma-focused research. Risk perceptions were assessed at the beginning of the course, after completion of the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) ethics education, and at the end of the course. Results show that student researchers' perceptions of risk changed significantly across time. After completing the CITI ethics education, students perceived trauma-exposed individuals as less able to provide informed consent and also perceived greater potential for negative consequences from participation in trauma-focused research, perceptions that were relatively maintained throughout the remainder of the course.